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REPUBLIKA NG PILIPINA>
KAGAWARAN NG KATARUNGAN

PANGASIWAAN SA PATALAAN NG LUPAIN
(LAND REGISTRATION AUTHORITY)
East Avenue cor. NIA Road, Diliman, Quezon City

LRA SBAC RESOLUTION NO. 2026-001

RESOLUTION RECOMMENDING THE TERMINATION OF PROCUREMENT
ACTIVITIES FOR THE TRANSITION OPERATIONS AND MAINTENANCE
SERVICES (Project I.D. No. LRASBAC 2026-03)

EREAS, the Land Registration Authority (LRA), through its Special
Bids and Awards Committee (SBAC), commenced the procurement process for
the ansition Operations and Maintenance Services, with an Approved
Budgel for the Contract (ABC) of Six Hundred Thirteen Million Four Hundred
Seventy-Two Thousand Five Hundred Three Pesos (Php 613,472,503.00),
inclusive of VAT;

WHEREAS, the procurement was undertaken pursuant to Section 27 of
the 2025 Implementing Rules and Regulations (2025 IRR) of Republic Act (R.A.)
No. 12009, otherwise known as the New Government Procurement Act, which
authorizes the use of Competitive Bidding as a mode of procurement;

EREAS, the Invitation to Bid was published on the LRA and the
Philippine Government Electronic Procurement System (PhilGEPS) websites and
posted on the bulletin board at the lower ground level of the LRA premises on 07
September 2026;

WHEREAS, on 14 September 2026 at 2:00 P.M., a pre-bid conference
was held to explain and clarify the contents of the bidding documents and to
accomu’nodate inquiries from prospective bidders;

WHEREAS Supplemental Bid Bulletin (SBB) No. 1 was published on the
LRA and PhilGEPS websites and posted on the bulletin board at the lower ground
level of the LRA premises on 19 September 2026;

WHEREAS two (2) bidders, namely UTV VFS PHILCOX and
EBIZOLUTION INC. submitted their bids to the BAC Secretariat through manual
subml!sswn before the 2:00 P.M. deadline on 28 September 2026;

EREAS, on 28 September 2026, instead of proceeding with the
scheduled opening of bids at 2:00 p.m., the SBAC postponed the meeting in
observance of the Kainang Pamilya Mahalaga Day pursuant to Memorandum
Circular (M.C.) No. 136, series of 2026, dated 16 September 2026, issued by the
Office‘of the President, which declared a half-day suspension of work in
government offices beginning at 1:00 p.m. Consequently, the SBAC postponed
the scheduled opening of bids to 30 September 2026. The Notice of Postponement
is attached as Annex “A”;

\

:WHEREAS, following the adjournment of the meeting on the same date,
the SBAC Secretariat received a letter of inquiry via -electronic mail from
EDGECFOMM JV on, expressing its intention to participate in the bidding
procedure despite havmg failed to submit its bid within the prescribed deadline.
EDGECOMM JV’s letter is attached as Annex “B”;
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WHEREAS, the SBAC Secretariat received a bid from INVENTIVE
TRAN§FORMATION PHILIPPINES, INC. JV (ITPI JV) via electronic mail
beyond the deadline. A screenshot of ITPI JV’s electronic submission is attached
as Annex “C”;

’WHEREAS, on 29 September 2026, the SBAC Secretariat received letters
from EDGECOMM JV and ITPI JV requesting reconsideration and permission
to participate in the opening of bids. The Motions for Reconsideration of

EDGECOMM JV and ITPI JV are attached as Annexes “D” and “D-17”;

EREAS, both EDGECOMM JV and ITPI JV, in their respective Motions
for Reconsideration, invoked Section 67.3 of the 2025 IRR of R.A. No. 12009,

which|provides:

7.3 The maximum periods and the recommended earliest possible
time for action on specific procurement activities are provided for in
this IRR. In case the deadline for each activity falls on a non-
iworking day (i.e., 133 Saturday and Sunday), legal holiday, or
special non-working holiday, or other nonworking days duly
declared by the President, Governor, Mayor or other Government
Official authorized to make such declaration, the deadline shall be
Z‘the next working day.

However, for purposes of expediency, economy, and efficiency, as
determined by the BAC, specific procurement activities may be held
on a Saturday, Sunday, non-working day, or holiday: Provided,
That the BAC, Secretariat, and TWG members shall be available
on such date, and the appropriate supplemental or bid bulletin
is issued and posted pursuant to the posting requirements
embodied in Section 51.5.3 of this IRR. (emphasis supplied)

WHEREAS EDGECOMM JV and ITPI JV challenged SBB No. 1, issued
by the SBAC on 19 September 2026, arguing that although it conflrmed the
deadline for the submission and opening of bids as 28 September 2026 at 2:00
p-m., it did not expressly state whether M.C. No. 136 would affect or otherwise

modif}jr the procurement schedule;

‘.‘WHEREAS, under Section 70(b) of R.A. No. 12009, the Head of the
Procuring Entity (HoPE) may reject any and all bids, declare a failure of bidding,
or refrJ‘ain from awarding the contract on the ground that the Bids and Awards
Committee (BAC) was found to have failed to comply with applicable laws

or preiscribed procurement procedures;

WHEREAS, upon review of SBB No. 1, the SBAC observed that although
it states that the deadline for the submission and opening of bids remained 28
September 2026 at 2:00 p.m., it did not clearly and unequivocally communicate
whether the SBAC had determlned to proceed with the procurement activity
notw1t‘hstand1ng the suspension of work under M.C. No. 136;

?WHEREAS, SBB No. 1 likewise did not clearly explain the effect of M.C.
No. 136 on the deadline for the submission of bids and the scheduled opening of
bids;

WHEREAS, the resulting uncertainty was material because it created
doubt as to whether 28 September 2026 remained a valid date for the submission
and opening of bids or whether the applicable deadline should be moved to the
next working day;




WHEREAS, proceeding with the opening of bids under these
circumstances could result in unequal treatment between bidders who
submitted their bids before the stated deadline and prospective bidders who did
not submit bids or sought clarification because of the declared suspension of
work

WHEREAS, the SBAC recognizes its failure to expressly clarify the effect
of M/C. No. 136 on the submission and opening of bids may have resulted in
ambiguity among the prospective bidders and thus, constitute non-compliance
with the prescribed bidding procedure under paragraph 2 of Section 67.3;

WHEREAS, the SBAC likewise recognizes the urgency of the procurement,
considering the impending expiration of the contract with the Land Registration
Systems, Inc. (LARES) and the need to ensure the continuity of the operations of
all computerized Registries of Deeds and other services currently provided by
LARES;

WHEREAS, notwithstanding the urgency of the procurement, the need for
continuity of service does not justify proceeding with a procurement activity
under circumstances that may create uncertainty or unequal treatment among
bidders;

‘ WHEREAS, the principles of transparency, competition, equal treatment,
and Ijaccountability require that all dates, times, deadlines, and conditions
governing the procurement be clear and consistent, and be unequivocally
comn‘mnicated, to all prospective and participating bidders;

| WHEREAS, terminating the present procurement activities is warranted
to avoid any ambiguity regarding the deadline for the submission and opening
of bids;

WHEREAS, the termination of the present procurement process is without

prejudice to the LRA’s authority to undertake a new procurement activity for the
same| project consistent with R.A. No. 12009, its 2025 IRR, and applicable GPPB
guide“lines;
WHEREAS, Section 47.5 of the 2025 IRR of R.A. No. 12009 provides that
the bidding documents fee may be refunded in accordance with the guidelines
to belissued by the Government Procurement Policy Board (GPPB), based on the
grounds provided under Section 70 of R.A. No. 12009;

WHEREAS, in GPPB Non-Policy Matter (NPM) No. 052-2017, the GPPB
Technical Support Office clarified that, when the failure or cancellation of the
bidding is based on the reservation clause and no fault is attributable to the
supplier or bidder, the amount already paid for the bidding documents may be
refunded,;

NOW, THEREFORE, premises considered, the LRA SBAC hereby
RESOLVES, as follows:

(a) RECOMMEND to the HoPE the termination of the procurement activities
for the Transition Operations and Maintenance Services, Project I.D. No.
LRASBAC 2026-03, on the ground that the SBB No. 1 dated 19 September
2026 did not sufficiently and unequivocally establish the authority to
proceed with the opening of bids on 28 September 2026 at 2:00 P.M.,
notwithstanding the suspension of work under M.C. No. 136;

(b) DIRECT the BAC Secretariat, upon approval of this Resolution and the
issuance of the appropriate action by the HoPE, to cause the posting of the




(©

SBAC Resolution on the LRA and PhilGEPS website and on the bulletin
board at the lower ground level of the LRA premises;

‘ RECOMMEND that any succeeding procurement process for the
Transition Operations and Maintenance Services be commenced only after
the bidding documents, procurement schedule, and relevant notices have
been reviewed to ensure that all dates, times, deadlines, and conditions
are clear, consistent, and compliant with applicable laws, rules, and
issuances; and

RECOMMEND to the HoPE the refund of the bidding documents fee paid
by UTV VFS PHILCOX and EBIZOLUTION INC.

RESOLVED this 1st day of October 2026, at the Land Registration

Authority, Quezon City.

LgZL aMUYAC

Lead End-User

—

SANTOS
ber

MAIVJIN SALCEDO
Member

h L
SER JOHN C. PASTRANA JOHN PAUL H. HIDALGO
Vice-Chairperson Member

. GUTIERREZ
Chairderson ? 4

Approved/Disapproved:

GERARDO PANGA SIRIOS
Administrator




ANNEX A

REPUBLIKA NG PILIPINAS
KAGAWARAN NG KATARUNGAN
PANGASIWAAN SA PATALAAN NG LUPAIN
(LAND REGISTRATION AUTHORITY)
East Avenue cor. NIA Road, Diliman, Quezon City

Postponement and Rescheduling of Procurement Activities

The Land Registration Authority - Special Bids and Awards Committee (LRA-SBAC) informs all
bidders and observers of the postponement and rescheduling of the following procurement
activity:

OPENING OF BIDS
PROJECT ORIGINAL SCHEDULE NEW SCHEDULE
Transition Operations and | Opening of Bids Opening of Bids

Maintenance Services
Date: 28 September Date: 30 September
(Project ID No. LRASBAC- | 2026 (Monday) (Wednesday)

2026-03,
) Time: 2:00 P.M. Time: 2:00 P.M.

This notice of postponement is being issued in compliance with Section 584 of the
Implementing Rules and Regulations of Republic Act No. 12009, to wit:

Section 58.4 Bid Opening

In_case the bids cannot be opened as scheduled due to justifiable reasons, the

For further inquiries, you may contact the BAC Secretariat at spbac.secretariat@ira.gov.ph.

Please be guided accordingly.




ANNEX B

G OV a I I Special BAC Secretariat <spbac.secretariat@Ira.gov.ph>

o

Procurement of the transition operation and maintenance
4 messages

Emmanuel Perez <totalsolutions@edgecomm.net> Mon, Sep 28, 2026 at 1:50 PM
To: "spbac.secretariat@lra.gov.ph” <spbac.secretariat@Ira.gov.ph>

Please see attachement

Thank you

ﬁ Letter Regarding Operation and Maintenance Services.pdf
— 1662K

Special BAC Secretariat <spbac.secretariat@lra.gov.ph> Mon, Sep 28, 2026 at 9:53 PM
To: totalsolutions@edgecomm.net

Dear Mr. Perez:
Good day! This is to acknowledge receipt of your email. Thank you.

Very truly yours,
LRA-SBAC Secretariat

On Mon, Sep 28, 2026 at 1:50 PM Emmanuel Perez <totalsolutions@edgecomm.net> wrote:
Please see attachement

Thank you

Emmanuel Perez <totalsolutions@edgecomm.net> Tue, Sep 29, 2026 at2:18 PM
To: Special BAC Secretariat <spbac.secretariat@Ira.gov.ph>

i Personnels and commitment. pdf

i Company Profile (1).pdf

n FINANCIAL DOCUMENTS.pdf

‘ Legal Documents (1).pdf

[Quoted text hidden]

2 attachments




-3 Omibus.pdf
3402K

.3 Technical capabilities.pdf
20208K

Special BAC Secretariat <spbac.secretariat@Ira.gov.ph> Tue, Sep 29, 2026 at 3:01 PM
To: Emmanuel Perez <totalsolutions@edgecomm.net>

Dear Mr. Perez:

Good day! We acknowledge receipt of your email and attached files for LRASBAC 2026-03 - Transition Operation and
Maintenance Services.

As stated in the Philippine Bidding Documents, the deadline for bid submission was at 1:30 PM on September 28, 2026.
Based on the Gmail timestamp, the BAC Secretariat received your submission at 2:19 PM on September 29,
2026. Accordingly, your submission is considered LATE.

Thank you.

Very truly yours,
BAC Secretariat
LRA Special Bids and Awards Committee

Very truly yours,
LRA-SBAC Secretariat
[Quoted text hidden)




ANNEX C

GOV a I I Special BAC Secretariat <spbac.secretariat@Iira.gov.ph>

o

Submission of Bid - LRASBAC 2026-03 - Transition Operation and Maintenance

Services
6 messages

Bid Management_ ITPI <bids@itpi.com_ph> Mon, Sep 28, 2026 at 2:40 PM
To: "spbac_secretariat@lra.gov.ph® <spbac.secretariat@lra.gov.ph>

Dear LRASBAC Secretariat,

In accordance with the bidding documents and instructions for LRASBAC 2026-03 - Transition Operation and
Maintenance Services, we are officially submitting our electronic bid on behalf of ITPI.

Attached to this email is a password-protected ZIP file titled LRASBAC 2026-03 - Transition Operation and Maintenance
Services.zip, which contains the following distinct components in PDF format:

1. Technical Component

2. Financial Component

Kindly acknowledge receipt of this email submission and the attached compressed file.

Thank you.

i LRASBAC 2026-03 - Transition Operation and M...

Special BAC Secretariat <spbac.secretariat@Ira.gov.ph> Mon, Sep 28, 2026 at 4:57 PM
To: Bid Management_ ITPI <bids@itpi.com.ph>

We acknowledge receipt of your email and attached files for LRASBAC 2026-03 - Transition Operation and
Maintenance Services.

As stated in the Philippine Bidding Documents, the deadline for bid submission was at 1:30 PM on September 28, 2026.
Based on the Gmail timestamp, the BAC Secretariat received your submission at 2:40 PM on the same day. Accordingly,
your submission is considered LATE.

Thank you.

Very truly yours,
BAC Secretariat
LRA Special Bids and Awards Committee
[Quoted text hidden]

Bid Management_ ITPI <bids@itpi.com._ph> Tue, Sep 29, 2026 at 5:25 PM
To: "spbac_secretariat@Ira.gov.ph* <spbac.secretariat@lra.gov.ph>

Dear LRASBAC Secretariat, ,
Good day.

Please find attached our Motion for Reconsideration regarding the bid submission for LRASBAC 2026-03 - Transition
Operation and Maintenance Services.

We respectfully request your good office to review and consider our submission.

Thank you.




Respectfully yours,
Bid Management
Inventive Transformation Philippines, Inc. (ITP1)

ﬂ [LRA O&M] Request for Reconsideration and Uniform Resubmission of Bids (2026.09.29).pdf
456K

Special BAC Secretariat <spbac.secretanat@Ira.gov.ph> Tue, Sep 29, 2026 at 8:07 PM
To: Bid Management_ ITPI <bids@itpi.com.ph>

This is to formally acknowledge receipt of ITPI's Motion for Reconsideration dated 29 September 2026. Thank you.
Very truly yours,

LRA-SBAC Secretariat
[Quoted text hidden)

Bid Management_ ITPI <bids@itpi.com.ph> Wed, Sep 30, 2026 at 12:21 AM
To: Special BAC Secretariat <spbac.secretariat@lra.gov.ph>

Dear LRASBAC Secretariat
Good day!

We hereby withdraw our previously submitted letter titled “Urgent Request for Reconsideration and Uniform Resubmission
of Bids." Kindly disregard that letter.

Please acknowledge receipt of this email
Thank you!

Respectfully yours,

Bid Management

Inventive Transformation Philippines, Inc. (ITPI)
[Quoted text hidden)

Special BAC Secretariat <spbac.secretariat@Ira.gov.ph> Wed, Sep 30, 2026 at 6:10 AM
To: Bid Management_ ITPI <bids@itpi.com.ph>

Good day!
We acknowledge receipt of your email received at 12:21 a.m. on 30 September 2026.

For transparency purposes, your company may attend the bid opening through a duly authorized representative, should it
elect to do so. Physical attendance at the venue is preferred.

Thank you.

Very truly yours,
LRA-SBAC Secretariat
Land Registration Authority
[Quoted text hidden)

10




ANNEX D

EDGECOMM JV

29 September 2026

ATTY. JAMES BENEDICT R. GUTIERREZ

Chairperson, Special Bids and Awards Committee

Land Registration Authority

LRA Building, East Avenue corner NIA Road, Diliman, Quezon City

Through: The Secretariat, Special Bids and Awards Committee (SBAC), Land Registration
Authority

Subject: LRASBAC-2026-03 — Transition Operation and Maintenance Services — Urgent
Request for Acceptance of Bid Submitted on the Next Working Day Pursuant to Section
67.3 of the IRR of Republic Act No. 12009, and Motion for Reconsideration

Dear Atty. Gutierrez:

Edgecomm JV (the "Bidder") respectfully submits this request in connection with the above
procurement, and respectfully moves that its bid, submitted to the SBAC Secretariat on 29
September 2026 at 1:45 P.M., be received and accepted as a bid submitted within the applicable
deadline, and be included in the opening of bids scheduled on 30 September 2026.

1. Antecedent Facts

1.

Bid Bulletin No. 1 set the deadline for the submission and receipt of bids at 2:00 P.M. on
28 September 2026.

Memorandum Circular No. 136, signed by Acting Executive Secretary Ralph G. Recto on
16 September 2026, suspended work in all government offices under the Executive
Branch, including government-owned or -controlled corporations, beginning at 1:00 P.M.
on 28 September 2026, in observance of "Kainang Pamilya Mahalaga" Day. A copy is
attached as Annex "A".

The 2:00 P.M. deadline fixed in Bid Bulletin No. 1 therefore fell one hour after the
government-wide suspension of work took effect. No supplemental or bid bulletin was
issued addressing Memorandum Circular No. 136, confirming that procurement activities
would proceed during the suspension, or advising bidders that the deadline would be
maintained notwithstanding the suspension.

Relying on Memorandum Circular No. 136 and on Section 67.3 of the Implementing Rules
and Regulations of Republic Act No. 12009, the Bidder submitted its complete bid, in the
required number of copies and sealed envelopes, to the SBAC Secretariat on 29
September 2026 — the next working day — at 1:45 P.M., that is, before 2:00 P.M. of that
day. The receiving copy is attached as Annex "B".

The Bidder understands that the bids received on 28 September 2026 were secured and
resealed without being opened, and that the opening of bids was rescheduled to 30
September 2026.

2. Grounds

Edgecomm JV — LRASBAC-2026-03 — Request for Acceptance of Bid / Moton for Reconsideration
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2.1 Section 67.3 of the IRR moved the deadline to the next working day.

Section 67.3 of the IRR of Republic Act No. 12009 provides that where the deadline for a
procurement activity falls on a non-working day, legal holiday, special non-working holiday, or
other non-working day duly declared by the President or other authorized official, "the deadline
shall be the next working day." The same provision allows the BAC to hold procurement activities
on a non-working day only if the BAC Secretariat and TWG are available on that date and “the
appropriate supplemental or bid bulletin is issued and posted™ under Section 51.5.3.

Memorandum Circular No. 136 is a declaration by the Office of the President that government
offices were non-working from 1:00 P.M. on 28 September 2026. The deadline of 2:00 P.M. on
that date fell squarely within the declared non-working period. Under Section 67.3, the deadline
was accordingly transferred by operation of the rules to the next working day, 29 September
2026. The exception in the same provision was not triggered, because no supplemental or bid
bulletin was issued and posted to keep the deadline within the suspended period.

2.2 The Bidder's submission was timely under the transferred deadline.

The Bidder's submission at 1:45 P.M. on 29 September 2026 was made on the next working day
and before the corresponding time of 2:.00 P.M. It is therefore not a late bid under Section 25 of
the IRR; it is a bid submitted on the deadline as adjusted by Section 67.3. The Bidder did not
seek or obtain any advantage from the circumstance: bids received on 28 September were
resealed unopened, no bid has been opened, and the Bidder had no access to any other bidder's
submission.

2.3 Ambiguity created by the Procuring Entity cannot prejudice a bidder acting in good
faith.

The simultaneous existence of Bid Bulletin No. 1 (retaining 2:00 P.M. on 28 September) and
Memorandum Circular No. 136 (suspending government work from 1:00 P.M. on the same day),
with no clarifying bulletin, produced a genuine ambiguity as to the operative deadline. The Bidder
resolved that ambiguity by following the rule expressly written for it in Section 67.3. A bidder who
follows the procurement rules as written should not be excluded for doing so, and the Procuring
Entity's own decision to reseal the bids and reschedule the opening reflects the same uncertainty.

2.4 Acceptance serves the objectives of the procurement law.

Republic Act No. 12009 is to be interpreted in favor of competition and value for money.
Accepting a complete bid that was submitted on the legally applicable deadline, before any bid
has been opened, enlarges competition for a contract of national importance at no cost to the
integrity of the process. Exclusion, on the other hand, would rest on a deadline that the rules
themselves had moved.

3. Relief Requested
In view of the foregoing, the Bidder respectfully requests that the Honorable Committee:

6. Declare that, by operation of Section 67.3 of the IRR of Republic Act No. 12009 and
Memorandum Circular No. 136, the deadline for submission of bids for LRASBAC-2026-
03 was 2:00 P.M. on 29 September 2026,

7. Accept and receive the Bidder's bid submitted at 1:45 P.M. on 29 September 2026 as a
bid submitted within the applicable deadline, and include it in the opening of bids on 30
September 2026;

Edgecomm JV — LRASBAC-2026-03 — Request for Acceptance of Bid / Moton for Reconsideration
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8. In the alternative, and without waiving the foregoing, reconsider any determination that
the Bidder's submission is a late bid, and permit the Bidder's bid to be received under
reservation pending the Committee’s resolution of this request; and

9. Allow the Bidder's authorized representatives to attend the opening of bids on 30
September 2026.

Given that the opening of bids is scheduled for tomorrow, the Bidder respectfully requests the
Committee's urgent action on this request, and undertakes to submit any further document or
clarification the Committee may require.

Thank you for your consideration.

Very truly yours,

/
Emnfanuel D. Perez
Authorized Representative
Edgecomm JV

Attachments:

Annex "A" — Memorandum Circular No. 136 dated 16 September 2026

Annex "B" — Receiving copy Time Stamp 29 September 2026, 1:45 P.M.

Annex "C" — LRA Bid Bulletin Postponement and Rescheduling of Procurement Activities
Copy furnished: Office of the Administrator, Land Registration Authority

Edgecomm JV — LRASBAC-202603 — Request for Acceptance of Bid / Motion for Recansideration
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ANNEX D-1

29 September 2026

ATTY. JAMES BENEDICT R. GUTIERREZ
Chairperson, Special Bids and Awards Committee
Land Registration Authority

Through: LAND REGISTRATION AUTHORITY SPECIAL BIDS AND
AWARDS COMMITTEE (SBAC) SECRETARIAT

Subject: LRASBAC-2026-03 — URGENT REQUEST / MOTION FOR
RECONSIDERATION

Dear Atty. Gutierrez:

We respectfully request that our bid submission be considered in light of the confusion
anising from Memorandum Circular No. 136, attached herewith as Annex “A", which
suspended government work beginning at 1:00 PM on the same date.

We refer to the specific provision of the Implementing Rules and Regulations of Republic Act
No. 12009 or the New Government Procurement Act below:

“Section 67.3: The maximum period and the recommended earliest possible time
for action on specific procurement activities are provided for in this IRR. In case
the deadline for each activity falls on a non-working day (i.e. Saturday or
Sunday), legal holiday, or special non-working holiday, or other nonworking days
duly declared by the President, Governor, Mayor, or other Government Official

authorized to make such declaration, the deadline shall be the next working
day. (underscoring supplied)

However, for purposes of expediency, economy and efficiency, as determined by
the BAC, specific procurement activities may be held on a Saturday, Sunday,
non-working day, or holiday; Provided, That the BAC Secretariat, and TWG
members shall be available on such date, and the appropriate supplemental or
bid bulletin is issued and posted pursuant to the posting requirements embodied
in Section 51.5.3 of this IRR.”

Memorandum Circular No. 136, signed by Acting Executive Secretary Ralph G. Recto on 16
September 2026, directed the suspension of work in government offices under the Executive
Branch beginning at 1:00 P.M. on 28 September 2026, in connection with the observance of
“Kainang Pamilya Mahalaga®™ Day. The suspension covered government agencies and
instrumentalities under the Executive Branch, including government-owned or controlled
corporations and state universities and colleges.

Notwithstanding this government-directed suspension of work, LRA Bid Bulletin No. 1
retained 28 September 2026 at 2:00 P.M. as the deadline for the submission and opening of

/1
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bids, but did not incorporate or mention the MC. In the absence of such appropriate
clarification, prospective bidders could reasonably rely on the government-wide suspension
and the applicable provisions of the procurement rules governing deadlines falling on duly
declared non-working days.

The simultaneous operation of these two official directives created a genuine and
reasonable ambiguity as to the applicable deadline. On the one hand, Bid Bulletin No. 1
continued to refiect the 2:00 P.M. deadline; on the other hand, Memorandum Circular No.
136 declared the government offices concerned to be under work suspension beginning at
1:00 P.M., while Section 67.3 of the IRR of Republic Act No. 12009 expressly provides that
where a procurement deadline falls on a duly declared non-working day, the deadline shall
be moved to the next working day.

Under these circumstances, it was reasonable for a prospective bidder to understand that
the statutory and regulatory rule under the said Section 67.3 would apply to the scheduled
deadline, particularly since the 2:00 P.M. deadline occurred after the 1:00 P.M. effectivity of
the government-wide work suspension. At the very least, the apparent inconsistency
between the Bid Bulletin and the subseguent application of the government work-suspension
directive gave rise to legitimate uncertainty that should not operate to the prejudice of a
bidder acting in good faith.

While Bid Bulletin No. 1 retained the original schedule, it did not specifically address
Memorandum Circular No. 136 or clarify the arrangements for conducting procurement
activities during the suspension. This created genuine uncertainty as to whether the original
deadline remained effective.

We understand that the bids received were subsequently secured and resealed without
being opened, with bid opening rescheduled to September 30, 2026, possibly due to this
confusion.

In view of the foregoing, we respectfully request that our bid be deemed submitted within the
legally applicable deadline under Republic Act No. 12009 and its Implementing Rules and
Regulations, considering the effect of Memorandum Circular No. 136 and the provisions of
Section 67.3 thereof.

Given the scheduled bid opening on September 30, we respectfully request your urgent
Very truly yours,

A

ATTY. RONA A. DEMETRIA
Authorized Representative B
ITPI Joint Venture
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